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About this Unit Outline 

This unit outline contains information you will need to find your way around the 

unit, Paul and Corinthian Christianity.  It attempts to provide a structure for your 

learning, giving details of the topics, and how they will be assessed.  
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Important notice 

While every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the information given 

below, it is the personal responsibility of each student to check the current 

ACT Undergraduate/Post Graduate Handbooks, copies of which may be found 

in the QTC Library within Emmanuel College. 

It is of very great importance that students plan their semester carefully to 

ensure that reading, work and especially assignments are well-spaced so as to 

prevent a “log-jam” of work at the end of the semester. 

It is very important that all quoted material in assignments be properly footnoted 

and acknowledged.  The attention of students is drawn to the section of the 

current ACT Undergraduate/Postgraduate Handbooks headed “Academic 

Misconduct”.  Failure to comply with the standards required will involve various 

penalties in accordance with the seriousness of the failure as outlined in the ACT 

Undergraduate/Postgraduate Handbook. 

The attention of students is also drawn to the section of the current ACT 

Undergraduate/Postgraduate Handbook headed “Guidelines for Essays.” (See 

also below) All essays should comply with these standards. 
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Information about this Unit 

Unit description 

This Unit provides a semester long study of the Church at Corinth, it’s foundation, 

the influences upon its life, and the theological and ethical issues reflected in the 

Pauline letters with special reference to the text of 1 Corinthians chapters 1 

chapters 1-4 and 12-15 for the Greek exegesis students. 

 

Unit equivalence 

This Unit caters for students studying for the following accredited Units: 

BTh & BMin: 

 NT 431 Paul and Corinthian Christianity (Greek Text) 

GradDipDiv/MDiv:  

 NT631 Paul and Corinthian Christianity (Greek Text) 

Learning objectives 

1. To enable students to exegete sections of 1 Corinthians 

2. To give students the skills of employing appropriate exegetical 

methodology and interpretive methods of biblical criticism to the text of 1 

Corinthians. 

3. To introduce students to the theology and ethical issues in Paul’s letters. 

4. To sharpen their knowledge of the functional aspects of the Greek text. 

5. To learn how to structure passage for teaching and preaching 

 

How this Unit contributes to the course 

The Unit is an accredited Unit for the ACT Bachelor of Theology degree and 

GradDip/MDiv. It has been chosen by the Biblical Studies department as a 

suitable module to introduce the student to the work of one of the New 

Testament’s major theologians.  

This Unit is taught as a discreet unit (^) which helps students complete the 

discreet units requirements for the MDiv.   



 NT431/631^ PAUL AND CORINTHIAN CHRISTIANITY  

 4 

Pre-requisites and co-requisites for this Unit 

BTh/BMin - The pre-requisites for this Unit are 16 credit points of core foundation 

units which include NT 301, NT 302, LA004A & LA004B.   

GradDipDiv/MDiv - The pre-requisites for this Unit are 16 credit points of core 

foundation units which include NT 501, NT 502, LA004A & LA004B.   

How this Unit is organised and what we expect of you 

LECTURE TIMES: Thursdays from 10.45am to 12.35pm then resumes after lunch 

at 1.25pm to 2.15pm.  The lectures go for 50 minutes spread over the 13 weeks of 

the first semester. Students are expected to take notes from the lectures and 

required reading. 

LECTURE CONTENT: Paul and Corinthian Christianity are being dealt with each 

week after the first two weeks of introduction to 1 and 2 Corinthians the schedule 

will be as follows for particular weeks:- 

First lecture Greek text, second lecture cause, effect and solution and third lecture 

on the argument and structuring the passage for teaching and preaching. BTh 

and M.Div, students will break into separate groups and each be allocated a 

particular week to make short presentations during the third lecture. 

 

READING: Students are expected to have read in Greek the set passages for the 

week. 

BEFORE SEMESTER ONE STARTS: In order for you not to forget your Greek over 

the Christmas break you need to have translated the first two chapters of 1 

Corinthians. 

WEEKLY STUDY COMMITMENT: The Unit is worth 4 credit points, so as a guide 

students should undertake 6-7 hours of study per week in addition to lecture 

hours you may require more. 

 

Lecturer  

Rev. Dr. Bruce Winter 

0439 369 993 

bwinter@qtc.edu.au 
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Assessment tasks 

NT 431^ (Greek Text) 

ASSESSMENT TASK(S) DESCRIPTION 

Essay 

2,500 words 

40% 

Essay   

After Paul left Corinth what ever happened in the Corinthian 
church that caused him to write 1 and 2 Corinthians.  
 

2 hour Exam  

60% 

Examination of 2 hours, with two sections, with students 

required to answer four questions in total (two questions from 

each section): 

A. Translate and provide exegetical comments on two out of 

four passages drawn from the set Greek NT texts: 1 Corinthians 

1-4, 6-7, 11, 15. 

B. Answer two questions out of five on the church at Corinth: its 

foundation, the influences upon its life, and the theological and 

ethical issues reflected in the Pauline letters. 

 

 

 

NT 631^ (Greek text) 

ASSESSMENT TASK(S) DESCRIPTION 

Essay 

3,000 words 50% 

Essay   
 
What circumstances gave rise to Paul providing the most 
detailed apologia of his ministry in 2 Corinthians 10-13 and how 
is that related to 2 Corinthians as a whole? 

 

2 hour Exam  

50% 

 Examination 2 hours, with two sections, with students required to 

answer four questions in total (two questions from each section): 

A. Translate and provide exegetical comments on two out of four 

passages drawn from the set Greek NT texts: 1 Corinthians 1-4, 6-

7, 11, 15. 

B. Answer two questions out of five on the church at Corinth: 

its foundation, the influences upon its life, and the theological 

and ethical issues reflected in the Pauline letters. 

 

 

In order to pass the Unit, you must attain >50% overall
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Learning resources 

ESSENTIAL REFERENCES 

The basic textbooks for the Unit will be: 

After Paul left Corinth: The Influence of Secular Ethics and Social Change (author 

unknown) 

D.E. Garland, 1 Corinthians (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2003) 

Ben Witherington III, Conflict and Community in Corinth: A Socio-Rhetorical 

Commentary on 1 and 2 Corinthians (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995) 

Students doing exegesis from the Greek text will also require the following:  

The Greek New Testament, (4th Ed, United Bible Societies) 

A Greek Lexicon:  

Students who wish to seriously pursue Greek studies should have a copy of Bauer 

and Danker, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (BAGD), (Uni of Chicago 

Press, 3rd Edition 2000) or F.W. Danker, The Concise Greek-English Lexicon of the 

New Testament, (Uni of Chicago Press, 2009). 

OTHER REFERENCES 

In addition to the standard Dictionaries and reference works the following are 

some well-known books related to the Unit. For a full list however, the student 

should consult the relevant section of the ACT Manual for 2010. 

 

Learning outcomes – ACT awards 

ACT Standards  

Grades 

Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories- 

Grade   Score  GPA 

Fail (F)   0-49%  0 

Pass (P)   50-57%  1 

Pass+(P+)  58-64%  1.5 

Credit (C)  65-74%  2 

Distinction (D)  75-84%  3 

High Distinction (HD)  85+%  4 
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Undergraduate Degree (300–400 level) 

Foundational 300 Level 

Units at foundational level introduce 

undergraduate students to the introductory 

features, broad scope and principles of a 

discipline or topic.  The study of primary 

sources and the principles underlying their 

analysis are introduced, especially in Biblical 

Studies and Church History and where relevant 

in other fields of study.  The foundation for the 

critical evaluation of ideas is established.   

Advanced 400 Level 

Units at advanced level build upon foundational 

studies.  Critical issues raised by a broad range of 

contemporary scholars are introduced and 

evaluated; primary sources are analysed in depth; 

and the critical and evaluative faculties of the 

students are developed in dialogue with scholarly 

literature. 

PASS PASS 

attempts to engage primary sources and is 

aware of their significance for the discipline 

demonstrates an engagement with primary 

sources 

evidences a basic understanding of the 

foundational features of the discipline 

has begun to grasp the foundational features of 

the discipline 

shows an awareness of relevant scholarly 

viewpoints without necessarily engaging these 

in depth 

is beginning to engage with a range of scholarly 

viewpoints 

CREDIT CREDIT 

demonstrates an engagement with primary 

sources 

demonstrates ability in engaging primary sources, 

is beginning to understand their setting and 

historical context 

has begun to grasp the foundational features 

of the discipline 

evidences a grasp of the foundational features of 

the discipline 

is beginning to engage with a range of 

scholarly viewpoints 

demonstrates emerging skills in the task of 

critically evaluating a range of scholarly 

viewpoints 

DISTINCTION DISTINCTION 

demonstrates ability in engaging primary 

sources, is beginning to understand their 

setting and historical context 

demonstrates pronounced ability in engaging 

primary sources and understands their setting and 

historical context 

evidences a grasp of the foundational features 

of the discipline 

evidences a sound grasp of the foundational 

features of the discipline 

demonstrates emerging skills in the task of 

critically evaluating a range of scholarly 

viewpoints 

shows an ability to evaluate critically a range of 

scholarly viewpoints with empathy 
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HIGH DISTINCTION HIGH DISTINCTION 

demonstrates pronounced ability in engaging 

primary sources and understands their setting 

and historical context 

demonstrates pronounced ability in the analysis 

of primary sources and understands their setting 

and historical context 

evidences a sound grasp of foundational 

features of the discipline 

evidences a confident grasp of the foundational 

features of the discipline 

shows an ability to evaluate critically a range of 

scholarly viewpoints with empathy 

exhibits an ability to evaluate and assess 

empathetically a range of scholarly viewpoints 

that suggests the emergence of independent 

thinking and research skills required at early 

postgraduate level 
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WRITING AN EXEGESIS PAPER 

AN OUTLINE OF THE REQUIRED PROCEDURE 

 

 

1. BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Greidanus, S. The Modern Preacher and the  Ancient Text. Eerdmans, 1988. 

Pratt, Richard. He Gave Us Stories. Presbyterian and Reformed, 1993. 

Berkhof, L.  Principles of Biblical Interpretation. Baker, 1950.  

Conn, Harvie, ed. Inerrancy and Hermeneutic. Baker, 1988. 

   Fee, Gordon D. and Stuart,Douglas. How to Read the Bible for all its Worth, Zondervan, 

1982. 

 Klein, W.W., Blomberg, C.L. and Hubbard, R.L. Introduction to Biblical Interpretation." 

Word, 1993. 

 Osborne, Grant R. The Hermeneutical Spiral. InterVarsity Press, 1991.  

 

For those with knowledge of Greek: 

Fee, Gordon D. New Testament Exegesis. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1983. 

Stuart, Douglas.  Old Testament Exegesis. Westminster, 1984. 

 

 Both Fee and Stuart provide full outlines for undertaking the exegetical work that 

forms the basis for an exegesis paper. 

 

2. INTRODUCTION: 

 

Even though a formal exegesis paper is the kind of academic exercise that you will not 

need to undertake in the same way in the pastorate or in most other forms of Christian 

service, it nonetheless provides an opportunity to learn some important disciplines.   

 

The following information is a summary of the style of presentation and the major points 

that are generally covered in an exegesis paper.   

 

OVERALL PRESENTATION: 

 

l. Printing and format: Make sure that the. print is legible, and that headings are 

included and highlighted in some way. 

 

2. Headings: Incorporate all headings clearly in your paper. Highlight them in some way 

[bold type, UPPER CASE letters, etc] 

 

3. Footnoting:  Should be included according to standard form on the page rather than 

at the end of the paper. 
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4.  Quotations: 

 

All quotes that are more than two or three lines, should be separated by one line from 

what goes before and after them and should be indented into the text from the left 

hand margin. 

 

5. Original Text: Don't work from the English text or a transliteration of the Hebrew or 

Greek.  Incorporate the Hebrew or Greek text in your paper [even if it has to be 

handwritten]. 

 

 

MAIN POINTS TO BE COVERED IN AN EXEGESIS PAPER: 

 

As a rough guide points 9 - 11 below should provide a minimum of approximately 60% 

of the content of the exegesis paper.  The other points should total a maximum of 40%. 

PART 1: SECTIONS 1 - 8 INTRODUCTION, SETTING AND STRUCTURE [40% of the 

grade]:  

 

[Points 1-3 are worth 10%] 

 

1. Introduction: Providing primarily a brief statement of intent or purpose.  

 

2. Authorship: Mentioned and defended if controverted.  

 

3. Historical Setting: Incorporates time, place, occasion of writing and recipients.  This 

is clearly more significant with, say, a Pauline epistle and much more limited with, say, 

Genesis. 

 

4. Canonical Setting [5%]:  This involves a basic outline of a substantial Part or the 

whole of a canonical book [eg mention of the toledoth structure in Genesis or of the five 

or so major, divisions of Romans.  It may also sometimes be helpful briefly to mention 

canonical setting within the wider framework of, say, the Pentateuch or the Pauline 

epistles. 

 

See the following diagrams as examples: 

"The Pentateuch: A Literary and Thematic Outline" [such an outline becomes important if 

any one of the four major Pentateteuchal poems is to be exegeted]. 

"Genesis: A Literary Outline' [important for the exegesis of any passage in Genesis). 

"The Abraham Cycle" [see primarily under Contextual Setting below). 

 

5. Contextual Setting [5%]: This involves outlining the immediate context of your 

pericope.  Your major Purpose is twofold: 
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[11 To ensure that your chosen passage for exegesis [“pericope"] is in fact a legitimate 

unit for study and that you are not cutting across the boundaries of a natural exegetical 

unit. 

[21 To set your pericope within its immediate context in the progression of the narrative, 

line of argument etc. 

 

See also the diagram "The Abraham Cycle" as an example.  

 

6. Defence of the Pericope [5%]:  "Pericope," from the Greek, means literally “to cut 

round" and is therefore used technically in exegetical work to refer to “any self-contained 

unit of Scripture" (Soulen, "Handbook of Biblical Criticism," under "Pericope"]. 

 

Defense of the pericope therefore involves defining and defending the boundaries and self-

contained nature of the exegetical unit.  Two things in particular are therefore involved: 

[11 Defining the Boundaries: Giving adequate reasons as to why the chosen pericope 

can be legitimately separated from its surrounding context. 

[2] Defending the Content: Giving adequate reasons as to why the chosen pericope 

can be seen as a self-contained unit. 

 

Some examples: Matthew 5:3 and 11 give a good example of inclusion; many of the psalms 

contain literary features that provide natural breaks and boundaries; many prophecies 

come in discrete units with clear boundaries, 

 

7. Critical Questions (Much more likely with the Greek than the Hebrew text) [5%]:  

 

Involves determining, as best you can, which is the best text.  It will therefore involve some 

knowledge of the critical apparatus in the Greek text in particular. 1t will also involve the 

ability to indicate  

[1] why a "C" or an "A" reading in the critical apparatus has been assigned by the editors  

[2] an informed presentation of your own opinion about the issues involved. 

 

Even though there is no textual apparatus in the OT Hebrew text it is still important to 

discuss this section, however briefly, if only to show that you are aware of the absence or 

minor nature of variants.  Critical theories of the construction of the Pentateuch [J, E, P 

and D] may sometimes also be mentioned under this heading as well as under 

"Authorship" above. 

 

8. Structural Outline (Literary Genre and Literary and Structural Features) [10%]:  

This includes a statement of the genre of literature being studied (narrative, poetry, 

wisdom etc) and an outline of the structure and literary features of the passage. 
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For genre see Greidanus ("Modern Preacher") and Fee and Stuart ("How to Read the Bible").  

For structural analysis of narrative see Pratt, "He Gave us Stories;" for poetry, see outlines in 

the NIV Study Bible and lecture notes on OT 6 "The Wisdom and Poetry of Israel." 

 

 

PART 2: SECTIONS 9 - 11 TRANSLATION, ANALYSIS AND SYNTHESIS [50% of the 

grade]: 

 

As you come to the heart of your paper remember to incorporate previous conclusions 

ongoing in your exegesis.    In other words, the work that you have already done should, 

where appropriate, have a bearing on the way in which you exegete your passage. This is 

especially the case with the structural outline. 

 

The attached diagram ["Exegesis Papers: Rationale and Overview of Major Headings"] is 

intended to draw attention especially to the link that will often occur between structural 

outline, grammar and analysis, and synthesis and Biblical theological themes. 

 

The sections "Translation and Grammatical Remarks" and "Analysis of the Passage" can 

be done separately or together.  There is no rule but it is generally better to separate 

them. 

 

Full details about exegeting your passage are given in the books by Fee and Stuart in the 

bibliography on page one above. 

 

When undertaking your actual exegesis [Translation and Grammatical Remarks and 

Analysis of the Passage] work from a previously done basic outline; do not compose as 

you go.  Thi.s will ensure a more logical [and sometimes more complete.] sequence to 

the line of your discussion. 

 

9. Translation and Grammatical Remarks [10%]: This will involve a detailed 

grammatical discussion of significant issues (but NOT the parsing of a single word) and 

finding an attempted solution for any grammatical and exegetical problems. 

 

 In particular: 

 [l] Your structural outline will provide the basic outline of your approach to the 

passage. 

[2]  The conclusions that you have drawn from your discussion of critical questions will 

be incorporated here. 

 

10. Analysis of the Passage [30%]:  While the conclusions reached in your structural 

outline should provide the major headings for your analysis of the passage, this section  

is NOT intended to be a discussion of literary or structural features.  Their full discussion 

should appear earlier under defence of the pericope [eg inclusio] and / or under your 
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structural outline [in which literary features will often play a significant part].  In this 

section you present them only insofar as the conclusions already reached bear directly 

on your analysis of the passage. 

 

Analysis of the Passage involves a faithful exposition of the meaning of the passage on the 

basis of the above points.  Important words should be researched in more detail by 

undertaking a of word study" of their usage in various Biblical contexts. [See separate notes 

on how to do "word studies."] 

 

The following notes are drawn from Fowler, Advanced Interpretation, Class Syllabus, 

Reformed Theological Seminary: 

 

Detailed outline of Grammatical Analysis: 

 

a. Translate from the Greek or Hebrew - 

 

1) Use dictionaries - Arndt-Gingrich, Moulton-Milligan, Cremer, Kittel, etc. - if necessary to 

find basic meaning of words. 

 

2) Diagram the sentences, using grammars - Blass-DeBrunner, Robertson, Moulton, Burton, 

Kistemaker, etc. - if necessary to determine the basic relationship of words. 

 

3) Check for textual variants, and take them into account. 

 

b. Study carefully key words or phrases, historically and within the present 

context: Let in the light of N.T. parallel passages. (The closer to home the 

better.) Check carefully for such references. 

 

1) Use above lexicons - 4. a. 1) 

 

2) Use word study books - see a variety of such books.  

 

3) Use Greek or English concordances - see bibliography 

 

c. Note literary characteristics - structure and style; and view implications for 

interpretation.  For example, poetry, dialogue, parable, allegory, theological discourse, 

miracle, concluding remarks, etc. 

 

d. Pause to evaluate and meditate on your own comprehension of .the message of the 

passage.  Perhaps attempt to formulate an initia-1 statement of the theme of the passage. 

 

e. Check exegetical commentaries - always NIC, Hendriksen, Tyndale, Calvin, and good 

technical commentaries, together with other noted commentaries on your passage. 
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11. Synthesis and Conclusion [10%]:  

 

The Synthesis and Conclusion involves both a summary of the message of the pericope 

AND the outline of any major Biblical theological themes that emerge from the passage. 

 

The synthesis and conclusion will often involve the discussion of points that first emerge 

in the structural outline.  For example, Genesis 15 has two major sections - assurance of 

seed [vss 1-6] and assurance of land [vss 7-21].  Both of these are important Biblical 

theological themes that ought to be developed in the synthesis and conclusion [along 

with covenant / maledictory oath and imputed righteousness]. 

 

12. Bibliography and overall appearance [10% of the grade]:  

 

The bibliography should follow the standard form for the presentation of books that you 

have referred to in the preparation of your paper.  It should also be arranged in 

alphabetical order. 

 

APPLICATION OF THE PASSAGE: 

 

The above material provides an outline of' the approach to be adopted in undertaking 

an exegesis paper [the Hermeneutical Procedures].  However, where hermeneutical 

procedures end, homiletical procedures begin.  Therefore, for the sake of at least a small 

measure of completeness, the following very basic outline is provided for determining 

the basic skeleton for a sermon.  A full outline may be found in Brown, "Sermon Analysis 

for Pulpit Power" [Nashville: Broadman Press, 19711. 

 

1. Isolate the one unifying theme of your passage and the skeletal outline that 

follows from that unifying theme. 

2. On the basis of your unifying theme determine the major application. 

3. As appropriate according to the text ask yourself the important question: Is 

Christ being presented? Is He central to the message of the text, naturally and 

exegetically'  Note: Our approach should not be Christomonistic [Christ alone], but 

where appropriate it should be Christo-significant, always bearing in mind that the 

God of the Bible is a Triune God and that the Bible is a Triune book with a Triune 

message. 

Gather all your information together in coherent form, ensuring that no important 

historical, contextual, grammatical, or theological implications have been overlooked. 

 


